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ASSAULTS BY CONDUCTOR ALLEGED 


Charles Dutoit leading the Philadelphia Orchestra in the Lucerne Festival in Switzerland in 2011. 


Four women te 


Dutoit Accused of 
Sexual Misconduct 


ll Similar stories 


about Phila. Orchestra laureate. 


By Jocelyn Gecker 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
AN FRANCISCO — Three opera 
singers and a classical musician 
say the world-renowned conduc- 
tor Charles Dutoit sexually assault- 
ed them — physically restraining 
them, forcing his body against theirs, some- 
times thrusting his tongue into their 
mouths, and in one case sticking one of 
their hands down his pants. 

Dutoit is conductor laureate at the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra and formerly served as 
chief conductor. One of the accusers told 
the Associated Press that one incident took 


place in his Philadelphia dressing room. 
In separate interviews with the AP, the 
accusers provided detailed accounts of inci- 
dents they say occurred between 1985 and 
2010 in a moving car, the two-time Gram- 
my winner’s hotel suite, his dressing room, 
an elevator, and the darkness backstage. 
The women accuse the 81-year-old artistic 
director and principal conductor of London’s 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra of sexual mis- 
conduct on the sidelines of rehearsals and per- 
formances in Chicago, Los Angeles, Minneapo- 
lis, Philadelphia, and Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
“He threw me against the wall, shoved my 
See DUTOIT on A10 


Deep ties to music In Phila. 


By Peter Dobrin 
CULTURE WRITER 
The Philadelphia Orchestra has had a 
closer relationship with Charles Dutoit 
than with any other guest conductor, and 
the highly regarded Swiss-born maestro, 
now the orchestra’s conductor laureate, 
was considered more than once for the 
post of music director, its top spot. 
Dutoit, 81, who was accused of sexual mis- 
conduct by four women in an Associated 
Press news story Thursday, has performed 


650 concerts with the Philadelphia Orchestra 
since his debut in 1980, including some con- 
certs on tours. He also shored up the orches- 
tra artistically at a delicate time after it part- 
ed ways with Christoph Eschenbach. 

Asked to respond, Dutoit on Thursday 
wrote in an email that he had just arrived in 
Europe from Japan to find out about the alle- 
gations, and declined to speak, as he is seek- 
ing legal advice. 

The Philadelphia Orchestra Association re- 

See CONDUCTOR on A10 


CHRIS LEE 


Paula Rasmussen dressed for 
her part in “Les Troyens” at the 
LA Opera in 1991. She is one 
of Dutoit’s accusers. 


G He threw me 
against the 
wall, shoved my hand 
down his pants, and 
shoved his tongue 
down my throat. 


Paula Rasmussen, 
retired mezzo-soprano 


SEXUAL HARASSMENT 


Education 
official 

quits amid 
allegations 


Wittig, accused of pursuing teens 
in the 1980s, also was removed 
from a Drexel council. 


By Tricia L. Nadolny 
STAFF WRITER 

Gov. Wolf accepted the resignation of the 
chairman of the state Board of Education 
on Thursday after the Inquirer and Daily 
News reported that a number of women 
said he had pursued sexual relationships 
with them when they 
were teenagers and he 
was years their senior. 

The chairman, Larry 
Wittig, had joined the 
board in 2001. 

“The alleged behavior 
that has come to light is 
reprehensible,” J.J. Ab- 
bott, Wolf’s spokesman, 
said in a statement. “The 
administration is in the 


process of identifying po- Larry Wittig 
tential replacements for denies the 
Mr. Wittig’s seat on the allegations. 


state board and will be 
designating a new chair 
in the very near future.” 

Wittig on Thursday was also removed 
from the president’s leadership council at 
Drexel University, his alma mater. Officials 

See WITTIG on A4 


SPENDING BILL 


Government 


shutdown 
is headed off 


By Andrew Taylor 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
WASHINGTON — The Republican-led 
Congress narrowly passed a temporary 
spending bill Thursday to avert a govern- 
ment shutdown, doing the 


bare minimum in a sprint 

toward the holidays and In rush for 

punting disputes on immi- holidays, 

gration, health care, and 

the budget to next year. Congress 
The measure passed the Won't face 

House on a 231-188 vote key issues 

over Democratic opposi- . 

tion and then cleared the until 2018. 


Senate, 66-32, with Demo- 

crats from Republican-leaning states provid- 
ing many of the key votes. President Trump 
is expected to sign the measure. 

The stopgap legislation would keep the 
government from closing down at midnight 
Friday. It has traversed a tortured path, 
encountering resistance from the GOP’s 
most ardent allies of the military, as well as 
opposition from Democrats who demanded 

See SPENDING on A4 


INAUGURATION Phill l 2 
VIOLENCE | A2 lines Owner longing 
Two Philly fi turn t ] d 
a or return to glory days = 
protesters 
° ohn Middleton, the chise has lost more games +70,000 
ac uitted Phillies’ principal own- since 2012 than the Phillies, 
+60,000 
er, freely admits that and for an owner who fa- l 
he has been conflicted over mously confessed to Ryan +50,000 
EMOLUMENTS these last few years, that Howard, in the wake of the +40,000 
CASE | A8 there has been a war raging team’s 2009 World Series 
between his heart and loss to the Yankees, that he +30,000 
mind, between his desire to wanted his bleeping trophy +20,00 
Judge rules I win right now and his rec- back, this last half-decade +10.00 
mt ognition that the Phillies has been the greatest test of 
plaintiffs lack inane needed to rebuild their or- his resolve to chase a cham- 
standing i ganization. pionship the right way. 
No major-league fran- See PHILLIES on A4 SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 


Growing Again, But Slowly 


Pennsylvania posted a small population gain in 2017, after years of slow 
or negative growth. But stronger gains in other states mean 
Pennsylvania will likely lose one congressional seat in 2020. Story, B1. 


1991: +78,865 


Change in Pennsylvania’s population 
from the previous year 


2017 


+18,452 


WEATHER 


High 52, Low 46 
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